
PIE COUNTY 
IESOTA 

MINUTES 
PINE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 

July 22, 2021 6:00 p.m. 
North Pine Government Center 
1602 Hwy 23 N Sandstone, MN 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 
Staff Present: 
Others Present: 

Dirk Nelson, Patrick Schifferdecker, Ryan Clark, Les Orvis, Susan Grill, 
Nancy Rys, 
Skip Thomson, Matt Ludwig (ex-officio) 
Caleb Anderson, Land & Resources Manager 
Scott Root, David Gaughan, Mary Kay Borgstrom, Paul Sandstrom, 
Tricia Qualy, Rick Thurn, Cheryl Thurn 

CALL TO ORDER 
Patrick Schifferdecker called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Orvis/Rys, 6-0, to approve agenda. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Grill/Nelson, 6-0, to approve the minutes of the May 27, 2021 meeting. 

CUP/IUP Review 16253 Norwood Ln, Pine City (Pine Parcel 08.5039.000) 
The applicant has requested to use an existing seasonal recreational dwelling as a 
vacation rental by owner. Pine County Ordinance 2017-06 Section 1, amending the Pine 
County Shore/and Management Ordinance, requires a conditional or interim use permit for 
this property use. 

Anderson described that the proposed vacation rental unit is allowed as conditional or interim 
use in the subject zoning district, and the Board will need a very compelling reason, if they 
intend to deny it. While previous requests have been approved, one difference is that this 
project is on a much smaller lot with closer proximity to neighboring residences. Anderson 
suggested that if the Board finds it approvable, they may consider a condition that the applicant 
plant a hedgerow to provide better privacy from neighboring residences. 

Tricia Qualy spoke in support of her application and offered that because her deck is right on 
the lot line, that she would entertain the condition that the deck not be available to guests. This 
would ensure that neighbors aren't impacted. She said the cabin will remain primarily owner 
occupied and she is comfortable with a condition limiting the number of rentals allowed per year. 

Vice Chair Schifferdecker opened the public hearing at 6:12pm. 
Paul Sandstrom stated that he was representing himself and other neighbors. They were 
concerned about how the vacation rental may evolve over time. He said the cabin is already 
being rented out over capacity. If approved, he and the neighbors urged a limit on the number of 
rentals per year. 
Schifferdecker closed the public hearing at 6: 15pm. 
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In its review of the request the Zoning Board developed the following findings of fact: 

1.) The applicant has demonstrated they will maintain safe and healthful conditions. 
2.) Water pollution and sedimentation will not be an issue as a result of this project. 
3.) The existing topographic and drainage features are adequately planned for on the site. 
4.) The project does not pose a risk for flooding or erosion potential. 
5.) The site has an existing access road. 
6.) The visibility of the structure as viewed from the water will not change. 
7.) The site has public sewer so is not a risk of septic system failure. 
8.) According to the applicant guests will only be allowed to bring one motorized boat and 

use the on-site canoe, therefore, water safety will not be an issue. 
9.) The proposed use is compatible with the uses on adjacent lands. There are other short 

term rentals in the area. Vacation rentals are compatible with residential uses. 
10.) The project is a domestic use and is not a pollution source. 
11.) The proposed use will not be detrimental to the use and enjoyment or property values of 

neighboring properties, particularly with limits on occupancy and the frequency of use. 
12.) Adequate measures are included to provide off-street parking, the applicant has 

proposed a two-car limit. 

Motion by Rys, Second by Clark, 6-0, to approve the interim use permit for a vacation rental by 
owner, expiring on conveyance of the property to ownership, with the following conditions: 

1.) Quiet hours of 11pm-7am must be abided. 
2.) Rentals shall be limited to two (2) cars on site. 
3.) The rental may not have more than six (6) occupants at a given time. 
4.) Rentals shall be no less than seven (7) days per guest. 
5.) Guests may bring no more than one motorized watercraft. 
6.) Rental may not exceed thirty-one (31), calendar days per year. 
7.) Trash may not be left outdoors, outside of enclosed containers. 

VARIANCE REVIEW 16405 Beraun Crossing Rd, Brook Park (PIO 18.0274.000) 
The applicant has requested a variance from Section 4.01(A) of the Pine County 
Subdivision and Platting Ordinance, which requires new lots to have 300' of public road 
frontage. The applicant is proposing a new lot with 180' of public road frontage. 

Anderson described that two dwellings are located on the subject property and desires to sell 
one of the homes. Other considerations are included in the staff report. 

Scott Root spoke in support of his application. He has already discussed a new septic system 
location with a septic system designer on the proposed east lot and there is room. 

Vice Chair Schifferdecker opened the public hearing at 6:51pm. 

David Gaughan expressed his concern that the variance would have an impact on the zoning of 
his property next door. He stated that the house had two homes when the owner bought it and 
they knew what they were buying. Lastly, he pointed out that the proposed property line runs 
through the existing mound system. 

Vice Chair Schifferdecker closed the public hearing at 6:54pm. 
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The Zoning Board reviewed the request against the variance criteria of MN 394.27 and created 
the following findings: 

1.) The proposed use is allowed in the zoning district the property lies in. 
2.) The variance is consistent with the general purpose of the ordinance and is consistent 

with the comprehensive plan. 
3.) The variance will not alter the essential character of the locality because the two homes 

and driveways already exist. 
4.) A practical difficulty exists on the property that prevents the landowner from complying 

with the ordinance because the lot does not have adequate road frontage to comply. 
5.) The applicant's proposed use is reasonable. 

Motion by Orvis, Second by Rys, 6-0, to approve the variance to allow the applicant to create a 
new lot with less than 300' of public road frontage, as proposed, with the condition that a survey 
be conducted and that the existing mound must be on the west lot. 

FINAL PLAT REVIEW 
Anderson stated that the DNR, County Attorney, County Surveyor, County Engineer, and 
Township have stated that the ordinance conforms to all local and state requirements. Anderson 
stated that the final plat and covenant conforms to the conditions of the preliminary plat. 
However, he noted that it must be clearly on record that each outlet cannot be sold separately 
from the residential lot on the directly opposing side of the road, as the outlets on their own do 
not meet the lot area requirements of the Shoreland Ordinance. 

Motion by Schifferdecker, Second by Nelson, 6-0, to inform the County Board that the final plat 
conforms to the requirements of the Pine County Subdivision and Platting Ordinance, with the 
contingency that legal descriptions be reviewed to ensure that each outlet has a deed restriction 
prohibiting it from being sold from the residential lot on the directly opposing side of the road. 

PINE COUNTY ORDINANCE 2021-43 
Anderson presented an ordinance amending the Kettle River Natural and Scenic River 
Ordinance and the County Shoreland Ordinance. He stated that the Zoning Board has affirmed 
all components of this ordinance except for the map amendments. He noted that the map 
amendment near First Lake is due to the parcel being annexed into the City of Willow River. He 
stated that the map amendment near Devils Lake is being considered as the land is likely to be 
developed and is only excluded from the current Shoreland Ordinance because the lake itself is 
within the City of Pine City. He also noted that the area, outside of city limits, within 1,000' of 
Squaw Lake could also be included. The Zoning Board affirmed that both lakes should be re 
zoned as shoreland. 

Motion by Rys, Second by Grill, 6-0, to recommend County Board adoption of Ordinance 2021- 
43. 

urn the meeting at 7:20pm . 

3q rare 
r Skip Thomson 

Zoning Board Chair 
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